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The District’s Role in Fire Prevention

While the District provides the fire department with a location and water to fill
the fire department trucks via a metered fire hydrant located on Main and 6th, perhaps
the most important role the District provides in fire prevention is providing fire hydrants
on the District’s water distribution lines to aid in fire suppression. The District is
constantly evaluating the placement and needs of additional hydrants.

Six inches is the minimum diameter of a water distribution pipe for fire hydrant
placement. If the water line is not at least a six-inch line a hydrant cannot be placed onit.
This complicates the placement of hydrants. For example, while it may be desirable to
place a fire hydrantin a specific location, there may not be an adequate line in that area.
Why doesn’t the District just install six inch lines for any new extensions so fire hydrants
could be placed anywhere? The simplified and condensed answer is having an oversized

line presents its own issues for maintaining water quality.

When the District purchased the water distribution system from GBRA the system was
comprised primarily of 1.5- and 2-inch water lines. As a result, there were no hydrants in
the GBRA water distribution system. The Port O’Connor Volunteer Fire Department had
installed five or six hydrants in town. It became a goal of the existing Board of Directors at
that time to add additional fire hydrants to the system. Successor boards have also been
cognizant of the need for additional hydrants.

The lines near the school were upgraded to allow for placement of fire hydrants at the
school in 2009. Some projects added a lot of fire hydrants at one time like the 2005 Water
District Improvement Project that added an additional 35 hydrants. But it was more
common for extension or upgrades to add 2-4 hydrants to the system such as the 2002
Green Lawn Addition Improvements that added 2 and the 2008 Monroe and Maple Water
System Improvements that added the same. The 2011 Twelfth Street and Commerce
projects added an additional four hydrants, as did the 2014 Maple and Olive project.

By 2014, there were 96 fire hydrants in the system and improvements at that
time called for an additional 79 hydrants. There are currently 335 hydrants in the District’s
distribution system, including the ones acquired through the LaSalle merger. At the July
Board meeting installing two additional hydrants was approved. Hydrants will be installed

in the near future at various locations as identified on our hydrant audit in July of 2022,

To further aid in fire prevention, the District is in the process of providing and
installing the blue reflectors that are placed in roadways to identify the location of a fire
hydrant. Nathan O’Neill, Chief of the Port O’Connor Volunteer Fire Department,
specifically requested the placement of these reflectors to aid the fire fighters in locating
hydrants quickly.



Contact Us Office Buildings Rehomed

In 2001, the District purchased a couple of
houses from Victoria to temporarily house the
District Office and board room with plans to

replace the structure in the future. The Old
https://www.pocid.org/

https://www.facebook.com/POCIDofficial

Office Building has been purchased and will be

rehomed in Port O’Connor soon.
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Auto Draft Fee Waived

Those of you who have been utilizing the ACH
payment option, there is NO CHANGES NEEDED
ON YOUR PART and you will see, on your next
statement, that the fee has been removed. If any CTTTTTTTTmmosommmmmmmmeey
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